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A Person Who I can't Forget

Sato Yuuki
Wakasa High School

A person I can't forget is my grandfather. Because there are many important memories of him. He
died 5 month ago. He was kind, and encouraged people around him. His job was a carpenter. My
house was built by him. There are a lot of things that he made. For example, they are my shelf, desk
and so on. I am using them even now. He also grew vegetables and fruit. And, he sometimes cooked
meals with them. They were very delicious. I loved those made by him. I especially liked watermelon.
He gave it to us every summer. I was looking forward to eating it, but we can't eat those this year.
Though I am sad, I want to say thank you to him. We took a trip with my grandparents several times
a year. We have been to many famous hot springs. We went to Kinosaki Onsen last year. It is a very
good place in Hyogo prefecture. When we stayed there, I told him about my troubles. He gave me
some good advice. It was useful for me. Because of his advice, my school life is very happy. There
are a lot of pleasant memories. I want to meet him even now. If I met him, I would like to talk with

him and see his nice smile again. And I want to say "please watch us forever."



2 AZBPIREAIES
Furikake and Rice

Miyuu Inoue
Tannan High School

Frikake and rice is Japanese rice seasoning. That is common on the table in Japan. I cannot forget
this food. Put in another way, this food made me who is a my grandfather. I can spend with my
grandfather, only seven years. I cannot forget this time.

My grandfather is very charming and who likes fishing and cigaretters. His smile is very cute.
So he is smiling with surrounding, too. I cannot go fishing with my grandfather. But, I liked to hear
his fishing story. My grandfather often told me stories about fishing. His story was very amusing to
me. My grandfather hasn't smoked with me. But, I was smell cigaretters a bitter smell, and I smelled
the sea. I like his smells, too.

The happy time continued until I was seven years old. I cannot forget this seven years. He died
of cancer. It was cause of cigaretters. I caould not this fact. But I was not cry. First experience was
shocked by my childhood. I was join in my grandfather's funeral. I was so shocked that he just stood
still there for some times.

Grandfather's knee was a special seat. So, I was sitting on a grandfather's knee. It was my favorite
place. It is ten years since my grandfather died. I have a lot of hard times. But, I have eat furukake
and rice, when it makes me happy. I one what I am now to him. "Thank you thousand times!" I want
to say when I can see my grandfather.

If possible, I would like to meet him again. I want to eat furikake and rice together again.



3 AHPIRESIER
Mystery Girl

Kotori Hoshihara
Sakai High School

Many people might say that the person who they can't forget is their teacher, friend, or a famous
person who achieved a great work. Such a person must have something special and influence many
people's life a lot. As for me, the persons who I can't forget is just one girl. I don't know even her
name.

When [ was an elementary school student, I always played alone in the playground. My family

moved many times because of my father's job, and it was not easy for me to make a new friend at
a new place. In those days, I was a very shy person. [ was alone at school and at home.
It was when I was playing on the slide in the playground by myself that I met this girl for the first
time. She came close to me and began sliding. Then I moved to the swing, and she also came to
the swing. She followed for me, though we did not talk much each other. She was calm and kind.
I enjoyed playing on the slide and the swing over and over again with her. I had a very good time.
That was the first and last time I saw her. After that, I tried to find her in the playground, but I was
not able to see her again.

Several years have passed since then, but I still remember her. That is because she gave me a
chance to be sociable. Now, I have a lot of friends and enjoy my school life. Looking back, it feels
a little strange to think about how I made friends with someone without knowing her name. If
possible, I want to talk about myself and ask her how she has lived so far. She is a mystery for me

and she is the person who I can never forget.
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The Voice of My True Heart

Miharu Shimazu

Wakasa High School

The alarm clock is ringing. It's the time to get up. I'm sleepy, but I have to go to that boring
place. 1 don't hate going to school especially but don't like it. "Good morning." I said to my mother.
"Good morning." she answers. When I started eating breakfast she started talking. "How's everything
in school? Do you study hard these days? 1 think you neglected studying yesterday. You have to

"

study harder to get a good job ---" "Yes, I understand." 1 left the home without saying anything
more. [ usually walk to school every day. Of course, I'm alone. I don't need friends. "Friend" is
just an annoying thing, I think. "We're forever friends" When I hear the words like that, I feel
hatred.

School is a place to study. If I don't talk with anyone, I can focus on studying. It's my usual
life. --- I had been able to pass the days until a week ago. "Hi! It's wonderful day, isn't it? How
are you, Ritsuko?" Hana, a noisy girl who just talked to me is destroying my usual life. She has
many friends in our class. 1 don't like her because she is always talking trivial matters, like her
hobby, her pet and her favorite food. She suddenly talked to me a week ago, and has tried to go to
school with me. "What is today's class schedule?" she asks. "Well, I don't remember." 1 answered
only half. Then, she said "You have never looked at my eyes and smiled. Why? [ want to become
your friend." "I don't want any friends! Don't talk to me from today!" Yes, she will have to dislike
me someday. [ don't need friends! Hana looked very sad. Then she said "Is it really true voice in
your heart?" I thought her words are like a key of my heart. She gave me the key and I should use
it now, I thought.

My true heart is --- "I'm sorry, Hana. I was just scared to be disliked by you after being friends.
Actually, I want a friend. Please become my first friend." She said "Of course!" 1 could smile after

long time with my fiend.
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God's Lost Article

Nozomu Yamaguchi
Tsurugakehi High School

In 1998, a book had dropped from the sky into the Pacific Ocean. It's a huge book, about one
kilometer. Some countries salvaged the book from the sea and examined it. According to the
research, the book seemed to be the design for the whole world.

There were a lot of things that everyone didn't know, such as how the Great Pyramids of Giza
were made and the beginning of the universe. People were delighted to be able to know many
unknown things. Some people said the book was God's lost article.

But some people discovered one essay in the book.

"At first, I made people as one living thing, but they are split down a lot of groups. They can
no longer cooperate together. They were failure. I'm going to make them die out in 1998." People
despaired, for they will be massacred by the God.

Many countries met and talked about how to confront the problem. However, many countries
criticized other countries each other, and argue each other. So people couldn't cooperate together.
One country said, "Though we are usually fighting, we must become one." The word made them one.
So they could be one. After the meeting, many countries prepared for the day when the God came
in front of us.

The time passed, the day came. The light appeared from the sky and the God appeared. Many
countries were looking up at the God. Many countries had their own weapons, and kept shooting at
the God. However, it was not damaged. Then the God began to say, "It's amazing! Human beings
have become one. I may have been wrong. The extinction of human beings is canceled." So the
God had overlooked human beings! The God had returned to the sky with the book.
After the happening, human beings became one. Though they have a lot of problems, they decided
to cooperate together.
The God added to write in the book after that.

"I have succeeded in uniting human beings by dropping the God's book into human beings world

on purpose as scheduled."
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The Magic Book

Suzuka Hayashi
Nyu High School

One day, the man was going on a voyage because he heard someone say that there are treasures
in the near sea. He decided to treasure hunt. But he didn't know where they are. "I'm tired..! [
wonder if I had a treasure map!" He was sleeping before he noticed it. For a while, he was waked
up by someone's very loud voice. He was very surprised and he saw in the sea. Surprisingly, there
was the huge book floating!! It told him, "Are you looking for treasures?" He answered, "Yes. If
you know where they are, please tell me it." The book, "Actually, treasure is me. I'm a Magic Book.
Il fulfill only your one wish." His answer was decided. He was scream, "I want many treasures!
For example, jewels, gold bars, and money!!" The Magic Book, "OK. But you should be careful how
to use them and you must not tell someone about me."

After that, he got treasures, so he was in high spirits. He built a gorgeous house and employed
servants. He suddenly became a rich man. People were doubt him. Someone asked him why he
became a rich man. He forgot the Magic Book said to him. He told someone about the Magic Book!
Before he knew it, he was sinking in the sea. "Help me! What? Where are my arms? Where are

my legs?" His body turned into the Magic Book. In other words, he became the book...
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Tree Luck, Seven Hard

So Yonae
Asuwa High School

I think luck is a part of ability. It is because everyone is different from birth. For example,
some people are born without parents. Some people are very smart from birth. 1 think they are
unlucky. But I also think they are lucky. It is because the world is fair. You get one thing, and
you will lose one thing. On the contrary, you lose one thing, you will get another. There is an old
saying in China: "everything is ready, only the east wind." In fact, this east wind is luck. So
everyone needs luck. Others will say that you only succeed by luck, not because of your ability. But
I do not think so. I think luck is predestined. It is not easy to get. So luck is a part of ability.

Luck is a part of ability, and it is only a small part of ability. The ancients often said, "three
points are doomed, seven points depend on hard work". It means that luck alone is not acceptable.
We also need to make corresponding efforts. When we want to do one thing, even if we make one
hundred percent efforts, we may not succeed. The funny thing is that seventy percent effort and luck
will succeed. It also confirms that luck is a part of ability. Sometimes luck is also an important
factor in your success.

Finally, I think we should keep good at all times. Luck always favors good people. And

remember luck is a part of ability.
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The Automatic Driving

Nishiura Koki
Takefu High School

Automation has been a part of our history for a long time. We were able to plow deeper with
the inventions of the hoe. The steam engine enabled us to manufacture large amounts of products in
a short time. Inventions like these were good; others like the atomic bombs were bad. Than, which
does the automatic driving stand? 1 personally, think automatic driving is beneficial to society, and
therefore in favor of it. These are the reason I thought so.

Firstly and obviously, automatic driving will decrease the amount of car accidents. Most of the
traffic accidents which occur today are caused by human errors. And machines, as far as I know,
never or rarely makes mistakes. Therefore, patting machines as our drivers much better than putting
a human one. There is a debate over whose responsible for the accidents caused by automatic driving
and the priorities for the robots then they need to sacrifice either the driver or the walker. However,
using these debates to ban or prohibit automatic driving is nonsense. It's because the number of lives
lost by human drovers will significantly decrease by introducing it. Banning these things is like kids
avoiding pills because it's bitter.

The second reason I thought so was the opportunity we will be getting if automatic driving is
allowed. Currently, we spend a good chunk of our time going to work and going home. Why not
we spend those times efficiently while we leave the driving to the robots? [ know whoever reading
this has said the phrase, "I don't have enough time". Automatic driving will make that excuse
impossible. However, some people might think, "Wouldn't the automation of driving take away the
jobs of drivers, and the opportunity?" To answer that, let's look at the past innovations which
occurred. Let's take the industrial revolution caused by gasoline engines and steam engines. This
innovation looked as if they were a job-taker, but it actually opened up huge markets and
employments. Look at how many employees which work at the car industry.

These innovations not only make us convenient but also make jobs. To summarize, I think the
benefits of the automatic driving completely outweighs the harm. We will be safe, free and we won't
lose our jobs. It's our lazy heart which enabled us to improve, built now systems, and invents things,
and we cannot stop its progress. Why not we follow those instincts? Lastly, [ want to cite a quote
from the bible. "If a man has ears, let him hear." Which I take it as you can't stop people from

knowing, inventing, and being lazy.
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In Order Not to Lose our Life

Yuko Yanagi
Jin-ai Girls' High School

I really hope that an automatic driving car will spread to elders as soon as possible. My
grandfather is 83 years old and is still driving a car to go shopping and to pick me up at my school.
I sometimes feel scared when I'm riding in his car, because he isn't aware of a person crossing the
roads. A false step at that point could lead to a disaster such as someone's death. However, my
family and I can't tell him to return his driver's license. My family expects him to work until night,
so he is like a housewife. He needs to go to the supermarket to get ingredients for dinner. If he
didn't drive a car, it would be so inconvenient for my family.

The only thing we can do is pray to God that he will not cause a car accident. One day when
I was studying at school, I heard someone slam on the brakes, but the car bumped into another car.
The class was almost finished, so I checked the type of the car myself. I really worried that the car
was my grandfather's. After all, it was not his, so I felt relieved.

An automatic driving car also has a possibility to cause a car accident because of some
mechanical troubles, but the number of car accidents must be lower. Therefore, I recommend that
elders use an automatic driving system.

In conclusion, as his grandchild, I don't want my grandfather to die in a car accident. Not only
he but also others should not lose their life in an accident, so the automatic driving car should be

popular in Japan and all over the world.
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I Will Never Do It Again

TAKEUCHI Rina
Fukui Commercial High School

I had a bitter experience in junior high school. After entering the school, I made five close
friends. We were always together, joking and laughing. However, one day, one of them talked behind
another member's back. "I don't like the way Mayu talks. It sounds too girly. She is trying to be
appealing to boys. Don't you agree?" At that time, I just thought her voice was unique, but I said,
"l agree." It wasn't long before Mayu became the target of bullying in our class. Bad rumors spread,
and Mayu become uncomfortable in class. As a result, she was unable to come to school. The
bullying escalated beyond my expectation, but I couldn't say, "That's enough." I couldn't help her.

The following year, I was faced with another bullying situation. My close friend, Haru, said to
me, "I'm ignored by the other members of my club." She was depressed and didn't know what to do.
She sought to find possible reasons why she was disliked, and blamed herself. A few days later, the
girls who were bullying Haru came to me, and said, "When you hang out with Haru, you can't talk
with your other friends. Isn't it inconvenient for you?" This time I knew what to do. I frankly told
these girls, "I don't care. She is a good friend." I stood by Haru.

I think I did the right thing, and I'm proud of myself. Haru overcame her difficult situation. But
I know that my decision with Haru does not erase the pain I must have inflicted upon Mayu. My
friends and I never talk about that again. 1 don't know whether or not they feel guilty like me, or
have simply forgotten everything.

Bullying only leaves pain, both for the bullied and those doing the bullying. Nevertheless, it
happens regardless of gender, age, and nationality. Why do we want to speak ill of others? Why do
we agree with others' negative opinions so easily?

I think that low self-esteem is the main reason. In my case, | was insecure about myself and
didn't have courage to disagree with others. 1 worried that I would be disliked if I expressed an
opinion different from others. I tried to gain a sense of security by being the same as others and
being in the majority. Also, some people try to gain a sense of superiority by speaking ill of others
and looking down on them. While those who are content with themselves can see the positive sides
of others, people with low self-worth tend to seek out someone's faults. But they should know that
confidence gained by comparing themselves to others doesn't last long.

Bullying can ruin others' lives. Even tomorrow, you may be influenced by someone's negative
thoughts. When such a time comes, please remember this: instead of being negative, take a chance
and try to love yourself more than you do now, because your decisions and actions will eventually
develop your confidence. So, let's be brave and do the right thing. Let's express our own opinions

and be proud of ourselves. I swear to myself, "I'll never do it again."
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What Color Is a Banana?

TSUBOTA Emika
Jin-ai Girls' Senior High School

Let's play a word association game! [ will say a word, and then you think of a word which is
associated with what I have said. Let me begin. "Banana." What word have you associated? [
guess the word many of you associate is "yellow." Am I right?

Now, let me start with a new word. How about "kikoku-shijyo", which means a Japanese child
who has lived abroad for some years? What image do you have? "America?" "Full marks on an
English test?" Most of you may have a positive image, but your image may not be always correct.
Actually, I am a kikoku-shijyo. When I say to my friends that I have lived abroad, many of them
look at me enviously. However, when I tell them that the country I have lived is Malaysia, their tone
of voice sounds lowered. Another fact about me is that my grades on English tests are actually not
so good. Anyway, because of the reactions from my friends, I've realized that people tend to have
a fixed image of a particular type of person, which can sometimes be wrong, and I've learned that this
idea is called a stereotype.

Most people are bound to have stereotypes, and unfortunately, they often have negative images.
One of my friends made me realize that I am not an exception and stereotypes can lead to
misunderstandings and hurt feelings. It was when I was talking with my friend and I saw an anime
character on the background of her phone. When I saw it, I said to her, "Oh, you like those things?"
She must have felt my unconscious stereotyped idea that people who like anime might be nerds. She
asked me what was wrong with being a fan of anime characters and she also told me that she was
insulted by my comment.

Why do we have stereotypes? I think it is because we hear some information about someone and
apply that information to all the people who we believe belong to the same group without trying to
see whether it is true or not. We even have stereotypes about Japanese people with whom we share
the same language and culture, let alone about people in other countries. For instance, the rumor that
French people have a high pride of themselves and that they are unwilling to speak English with
visitors discourages some people from traveling there. The image of a developing country like Rwanda
in Africa makes us think that it is a poor country and that people there are not satisfied.

Thanks to my friend whom I mentioned before, I can now stop and think if what I hear or what
I assume is really true or not. Are French people unwilling to speak English? Not everyone. A
French girl who I became friends with in Malaysia, texts me in English. Is Rwanda a poor country?
No, it isn't. One of my friends went there and found out that it is becoming rapidly developed and
that people there have phones and even Wi-Fi.

Now that we live in a more globalized world, we have more opportunities to interact with
different types of people. I'm afraid that having stereotypes may cause misunderstandings, as when my
friends saw me as a kikoku-shijyo. I'm afraid that having stereotypes can offend others as I did to
my friend who likes anime, and in the worst case, having stereotypes can bring about unnecessary
conflicts. How can stereotypes be eliminated? It is easy. Communicate with a lot of people! I
believe communication is one of the keys to establishing good relationships. Communication enables
us to learn something we haven't known before and to break stereotypes.

So what color is a banana? It is true that bananas look yellow, but are bananas inside yellow?
Also, the fact that bananas are yellow doesn't tell you their taste. The banana in front of you may
taste sweeter than you think. How can we know the real color of the bananas and their sweetness?
Of course, we should peel their skins and eat them. Then, how can we understand other people
correctly? Communication helps us peel and taste them and let go of the stereotypes we may have.
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Moving People

KAWASE Rai
Tsuruga Senior High School

What do you think is the most important thing in our life? Money? A house? Studying? I think
"human contact" is the most important. How do you feel when a friend helps you study? Or when
friends listen to your problems? Probably, you feel glad. However, when I go to places where there
are many students, I often see friends not talking face to face. Instead, everyone is using their
smartphones. I bet you have done this too! I think the cause is SNS. On my phone there are many
apps like Instagram or Line or twitter. I think everyone uses these apps because you can see many
interesting things. But, we shouldn't do this! We need to talk face to face and interact more.

I am in a marketing class for tourism. We go to events in Tsuruga City in order to interact with
the community.

One time a lot of foreign tourists came to Tsuruga on a Diamond Princess Cruise. My class went
to meet them, but we can't speak good English, so we were all nervous. When the tourists came off
the boat they approached us with a smile. I tried to talk to them, but I forgot grammar and missed
words and made many mistakes. It made me feel very frustrated. English is so difficult! I can never
say what I want. It felt like there was a huge distance between me and the foreign tourists. And I
thought that I couldn't communicate with them well. It was very frustrating.

But to my surprise many of the tourists gave me and my classmates' hugs. And, when one of the
other volunteers saw my frustration, he said to me, "You don't speak perfect English but you should
use words that you know and try to say what you want." Both of these events gave me a warm
feeling. 1 felt courage and I felt I really wanted to welcome the tourists to Tsuruga. I tried talking to
the tourists again.

That day the tourists told me "Your English is good!" "Your smile made me happy." But it was
not their words that helped me. I think what helped me is seeing their eyes and interacting with them.
Speaking to them helped me be able to tell my mind. Hugging them helped the distance between me
and them shrink. I couldn't understand everything they said, but because we had human contact I was
able to become confident. My mind changed, and seeing their happy smiles made me happy. I couldn't
have noticed it if I wasn't talking to them directly.

This event taught me the importance of human contact. We can grow by talking to people and
interacting directly. That day, I grew confident. It is meaningful to feel the expression by looking
directly at others. When using SNS we can't see faces, so we can't feel strongly. The next time you
are with friends, don't look at your phone. Enjoy human contact. Through human contact, we can

understand each other better.
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Kimonos Are Like Pizza

Takefu Daiichi J.H.S.

Reiko Yumoto

What do you think about kimonos? The graceful design and beautiful patterns always make me
happy. Actually, I think kimonos are like pizza. Wait---what does that mean? Let me tell you a
story to explain.

I have loved kimonos since I was a little girl. My family has owned a kimono shop for three
generations, so I've always been surrounded by them. I've always loved watching customers smile
because of our products. During summer vacation this year, I often helped my parents at the store.
We recently started selling products online. 1 packed one order even more carefully than usual. It
was from a customer in Canada, and inside was a hanten, a traditional short winter coat. 1 was so
excited to share traditional Japanese clothes with someone in another country.

That order reminded me of last year, when I went to Kyoto. At the time, I was happy when I
saw many people wearing kimonos and enjoying sightseeing. [ was especially excited because many
people from foreign countries were wearing kimonos. They all looked so happy and graceful.
However, when I talked about this with my ALT last semester, she said, "That sounds so nice! I want
to try wearing a kimono, too, but it's not so easy for me as an American."

Why is it not so easy? Is it because wearing a kimono is a little complicated? Her answer was
not simple. "When you wear traditional clothes from different cultures, do you care about that culture's
history? Some people in America think that you don't. Therefore, it can seem rude and disrespectful.”

"Rude." "Disrespectful." What cold and strong words. 1 could understand her words, but I could
not understand their meaning. That night, I did research at home. That's when I learned about
"cultural appropriation". But what does that mean? Here's an example.

I think many people know Katy Perry. She's a very popular singer in the United States.
However, do you know about her performance at the American Music Awards in 2013? She designed
a stage with many Japanese images. After the performance, many people claimed that she didn't
respect Asian cultures. They even said she used different cultures just for fashion. This meant that
she was appropriating Asian cultures. Katy apologized and said that she loves Japanese culture, so she
wanted to share it. Sure, her "kimono-ish" costume was a little modern, but for me, her show was
simply impressive and breathtaking. What's wrong with trying something new? There was nothing
offensive to me as a Japanese person, and I'm sure there are many other Japanese people who agree.

After we talked, 1 thought about the world's different cultures. They are always affecting each
other and always changing. In my English textbook, there is a story about aloha shirts in Hawaii.
Now, aloha shirts are a symbol of Hawaiian culture, but I was surprised to learn that they were
originally made from Japanese kimonos. In that case, Hawaiian people didn't just wear kimonos - they
changed them! And today, people around the world love aloha shirts. Kimonos are special, but that
doesn't mean that they can only belong to Japanese people. I remember someone on SNS said, "Is

there any rule that only Italian people can enjoy pizza?" To me, kimonos are like pizza - everyone



has a right to enjoy them!

As a girl from a kimono shop, I think clothes exist to make people happy. My next goal is to
help foreign customers by writing some explanations of traditional kimono patterns in English. For
example, did you know that "asanoha," or hemp leaves, represent healthy growth for children? 1 hope
explanations like this will make more people interested in kimonos. However, maybe you're still
thinking, "Can I wear a kimono if I'm not Japanese?" I'm here to tell you that we don't care about
that. As long as you like kimonos, you're "unconditionally" in our crew. Let's wear kimonos with
a more playful mind and rediscover this precious culture!

Thank you.

To My Whole New World

Koyo JHS
Naoki Sakano

Four months ago, when I said, "I will challenge myself to do the speech contest," all my friends
and teachers were surprised, and asked me, "you are?" since my English level at that time was bad.
Three months ago, when I was chosen to be the speaker for my school, they were shocked, and said,
"you were?" because my English level at that time was still pretty bad. But now, when they see me
making a speech in English, none of them say anything anymore. Let me tell you a story about an
ordinary boy whose life was changed through learning English.

I was struck without warning when 1 first saw her. Jessica was a 14-year-old girl from Florida.
As spring was ending, she suddenly showed up at our school and was with us as an exchange student.
I was interested at first sight, but I had no idea what to say to her. Thankfully, soon after, I saw a
poster for the speech contest and immediately thought, "That's it!" I quickly applied for it. People were
skeptical when I told them I wanted my speech to be about her, wondering what 1 would do or say.
I began visiting Jessica's classroom every day after lunch and we talked about all sorts of things;
school life, cultural differences, and ourselves, it was great. We only talked for ten minutes at a time,
but my English improved rapidly.

After a while, I had become a better English speaker and was able to express more of my
feelings, but I got carried away. One day in July, I worked up the courage and invited Jessica to go
see a movie with me on the weekend. She asked me, "Just you and 1?" I blushed and admitted, "Yes."
She told me that she couldn't. I was devastated until she explained her reasons. I thought it was a
normal thing in the U.S. for teenage boys and girls to go out alone together. But she told me that
really only happens in the movies, and that most parents don't let them do that. I was pretty
embarrassed, but I learned the word "stereotype" from this conversation. To all the JTEs and ALTs out
there 1 want to ask you to help students learn to avoid stereotypes so that we can make better

connections with people from around the world.



Near the end of July, I knew Jessica would have to go home. I wanted to have a final special
memory of our time at school together, so I made a plan. From P.E. class, I knew Jessica was good
at swimming, and a few days before she left, I challenged her to a race in the school pool. Once
again, she asked, "Just you and I?" but this time she agreed and chose the time. It was during second
period Math, and I didn't think my teacher would let me skip his class, but miraculously the principal
was on my side and we were able to race!

To make a long story short, I lost the race; but it's okay because it was fun and it made her
smile. In the end, I was happy that during my time with Jessica, I was able to talk to her and become
good friends. I learned many things from her, like how to overcome stereotypes.

My friends and teachers used to stereotype me as an underachiever. But look at me here and now.
Loving someone and becoming a good English speaker let me surpass the expectations of the people
around me. And all of this brought me ---

"A whole new world. A new fantastic point of view. No one to tell us no, or where to go, or

say we're only dreaming. A whole new world."

My Ojiichan
Harue J. H. S.

Yuki Funazuka

"Come on, Yuki! I know a good place to see cherry trees." My grandpa was holding the car
door open for me with a big smile. "O.K., Ojiichan. I'm coming." I loved going for drives with him.
I dashed so hard to get to the back seat of my family's silver car. "Where shall we go for lunch? You
can see the cherry trees over there. Aren't they beautiful? Do you want to have some sweets?" 1 want
to introduce my grandfather to you and why I want to be like him.

My grandpa has curly hair, glasses, big ears like a monkey and smells like peach yogurt. When
I was young I thought he was very tall but actually he is very short. He took my brothers and I
everywhere. We often went to gyu-don restaurants. He was happy just to watch us enjoy ourselves
eating. He also studied Chinese. Whenever he was in the car, he practiced saying words with a CD.
"Nihau. Nihau ma." Twenty-five years ago, he worked in Taiwan. Also, his company in Japan
welcomed Chinese trainees every year. He liked to speak Chinese to build friendships with them. He
also took us and his Chinese friends sightseeing. He always had a camera hanging from his neck
because he liked taking photos of us with fantastic scenery. He enjoyed cooking too and made us curry
and oden. When he made it, he only used his right hand.

You may think he is a normal grandpa, but he's a little different. He had an accident in his late
teens that caused him to lose his left hand. He must have struggled with everything at first. If 1 were
him, I would say to myself, "What a pity! Why me?" But somehow he continued to be independent.

He tried to do many things. He played table tennis, did Shogi, took pictures, and studied computers.



I was inspired by him and I want to try my hardest to do many things, too. I play the piano,
volleyball, do Abacus, judo, and kimono class.

One day five years ago something very sad happened. I came home and my father was waiting
for me. He said, "Sit here. I have an important thing to tell you. Your grandpa had a brain aneurysm."
We went to see him in the hospital. I was shocked. He looked like he was sleeping. He has not
woken up since that day.

I want to become like him, but I don't know if I can. I can't do everything with smile like he
could. It's harder for me to try new things. When I compare myself to him, I see many differences.
However, we have a few common points. He liked taking pictures and he really enjoyed showing them
to us. I like to draw illustrations and make people laugh. He studied Chinese to build friendships with
Chinese people. I am studying English because I want to understand different cultures. Actually, I am
one forth Korean. I have kept this a secret in junior high school, because it caused me trouble in
elementary school. Seeing my Ojiichan love a different culture, even though he is not from that
culture, helped me accept myself. I want to help people feel accepted, too.

Hey, Ojiichan. I learned from you that smiling is important. You brought me so much joy and
we made so many fun memories together. So next, I'll try to show you what I can do. When I become
and adult, I'll buy a blue car and I'll open the door for you like you did for me and take you to my

favorite places. Ojiichan, are you dreaming of me practicing Chinese in your car with you? Xiexie.
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